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 A bandage is cloth or other material of varying shape and size that is 
applied to a body part to apply pressure, absorb drainage, prevent 
motion or retain surgical dressings. Gauze is a bleached cotton cloth 
with an open weave used for dressings, bandages and absorbent 
sponges. Wadding is carded cotton or wool in sheets, used for surgical 
dressings. Generally, these dressings can absorb moderate amounts of 
exudates.

 Bandages, gauzes and dressings are medical disposables and are generally used 
only once. Medical disposables are usually low technology products of high 
volume and low value. 



Smart bandages, gauzes and dressings Researchers worldwide 

are developing newer, smarter and more effective bandages. Not all are 
already on the market, but some are. Technological inventions in bandages 
include bandages that change colour to indicate infection, bio-electronic 
bandages, and preventive care in bandaging that can detect tissue damage 
before it becomes visible. 

Rise in recreational activities An increasing number of recreational activities in all 

age groups in Europe will drive market growth in bandages, gauzes and dressings. Activities 
such as trekking can result in multiple cuts and abrasion requiring the application of 
bandages, gauzes and dressings, and augment the demand for these products. The rising 
number of incidences in the kitchen while cooking will further increase the growth of the 
market for bandages, gauzes and dressings.

Ageing population The aging population will boost market growth in bandages, gauzes and dressings, since elderly 
people met with small accidents, such as falls on stairs. There will also be more need for specific types of bandages, 
gauzes and dressings, for instance, for bedsores, longer wound healing and other types of wound care that increase 
with age. 



Bandages, gauzes and dressings for the EU market require CE Marking. To obtain 
this, your products must comply with the Medical Devices Directive 93/42/EEC. 
This directive ensures the safety and performance of medical devices, including 
disposables. The requirements include a quality system for design, manufacture 
and final product inspection and testing (such as, ISO 13485). 

Distributors represent the main link between exporters and customers 

Importers. This is because they know the local market best, have access to 

buyers and speak the country’s language.

Choose one of the two market entry strategies with distributors: either 

manufacture your product under your own brand name and sell it via a 

distributor, or manufacture it as a contract manufacturer under a 

distributor’s label. As a contract manufacturer, limit risks with a license 

agreement or mutual contract.



Looking for distribution in Europe? Contact:
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